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The Law Enforcement Scenario - Called to the Scene ...

The rain beat against the police car window in a
wind swept frenzy. Alternating colors of blue
and red, hypnotic and penetrating, made the
steam on the windshield close in on the
occupants. Nothing seemed real.

The words of the officer in the front seat seemed
of little consequence to the middle aged couple
sitting in the back seat.

Tears running freely down the man's cheek
seemed somehow natural while the dazed and
somewhat distant glaze in the eyes of the
woman seemed as out of place, the officer
thought.

A knock on the window brought the officer’s
attention back to the present.

As he began to roll the window down relief was
visible in his eyes.

I thought you were never going to get here the
officer said as he unconsciously looked at his
watch. Eleven minutes had passed since he
called dispatch on his radio to ask for the police
chaplain to be sent to the accident scene. Eleven
minutes! Yet it seemed like an eternity. Thank
God it's a small town.

The man at the window smiled down at him.
Windswept rain ran down his face. He was
dressed in a suit that said that he'd been at some
kind of function when his pager went off.

Now he stood there in the soaking rain as
though he were unaware of where he was.
“Sorry Jim. I was at our church fellowship
meeting. I came as soon as I got the page.”

The officer stepped out of the car and walked
the short way with the Chaplain.

“T know it's hard to sit there with them when...
well you know.”

The officer looked away towards the accident
scene as he spoke with his eyes. He hoped that
the rain would hide it.

* The lady was driving, Chaplain. The man was
asleep in the backseat. They are on a trip.
Witnesses said that the kids in the other car
pulled out in front of them. There was no chance
to miss them.”

He glanced back at the car. No one was visible
through the steamy glass, but he really wasn't
looking for anyone. “The woman is taking it
pretty bad. I thought maybe...well, you do the
stuff for us, and I for one, am glad you do.”

“Do you have any specifics on the kids, Jim?
Names, how many were involved, ages, and has
anyone notified their parents?”

“Not yet, Chaplain. The other guys are
gathering the information for you now. It will be
ready for you by the time you finish talking with
these folks.”

The officer walked towards the lights of the
police cars at the crash site. “Oh, Chaplain.” he
called back. “The kids had been drinking.”
“Thanks Jim, I'll talk with these folks.”

As the dome light came on, the lady in the back
seat jumped as though a shot had been fired.
Their eyes met and she burst into tears. Words
fluttered from her as she pleaded with him to
tell her that the people in the other car were all
right.

The Chaplain closed the door the car door. As
the rain pelted the window in a roar, it made this
discussion nearly impossible. It's going to be a
long night, he thought.
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This situation is all too common. The Chaplain is called to the scene of a tragedy, and with little or no
information, attempts to console and minister to the victims involved.

Complicated at best. Often the Chaplain is called upon to put forth extraordinary effort in the name of
ministry. ‘

As in any other ministry, "The Call" as well as "Training" is necessary for the minister to effectively
function as a Police Chaplain.

This type of ministry is not for everyone! God's Word tells us to count the cost of the things we do, and
this is a good case in point.

In this scenario, the Chaplain has several hours of heart-rending ministry ahead of him/her. First, to
minister to the middle-aged couple and then to the families of each of the young people. Then, back to
the department to talk with the officers on the scene and maybe the EMT folks who were on the scene
for the sake of debriefing. A report must then be written describing the efforts of the Chaplain. The list
of those to be ministered to is expanded in proportion to the number of people involved. At times,
follow-up is necessary.

The Scenario can run over and over in a week's time, and, on occasion, in the same 24-hour period.

All Ministers are not Chaplains! ---TEST-- Not all Pastors function well as Police Chaplains, or Hospital
Chaplains, or Youth Ministry Chaplains, etc., just as all Chaplains are not Pastors. Proper training is a
must if you intend to function as a Chaplain. Get all the training you can get! The better you are

prepared before you are called to the scene, the more respect you will be shown by the people you serve.

There are several rewards in the work of Chaplaincy excitement. respect, honor, fulfillment. However,
the greatest reward is that of serving God's people.
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